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Chairman’s message
At last the sunny spring weather has arrived and, with
'Drive-It-Day', the car season has well and truly kicked off.
Drive-It-Day was blessed by sunshine all day; not a drop of
rain. This year, around 20 cars from our club joined a drive
organised by the Charity Classic Vehicle Club. Starting
from Buckham Hatch nursery, we departed in order
and followed a well-planned, excellent route though some
lovely villages. Unexpectedly, we came across a closed
road at which several cars including mine took a right
fork down a lane. The lane turned out to be a rather long
diversion, with a lot of potholes to navigate. With no
passing bays, it was too narrow to pass if a car had come
the other way but, fortunately, none did and it added an
exciting element to the drive. We arrived at Little Easton
Manor and parked on a field around the lake – a splendid
place to hold the event.

Last month, we attended the Museum of Power’s
'TransportFest'. The event was fully subscribed. Apart from
the many cars, there was an interesting collection of
commercial vehicles, including tractors and fire engines, as
well as motorbikes. Sadly, the Museum of Power has
reluctantly announced the end of their monthly Sunday
'Coffee and Cars' meets. It appears that these had become
too successful and the large number of vehicles meant
employing extra security. However, they will continue
holding other events, details of which are on their website.

We also arranged two short notice events. We met at
North Weald Airfield for a Sunday morning breakfast,
and Maldon Promenade Park for a late afternoon
opportunity to purchase food and take a nice walk along

the riverside. Since both were attended by a good number
of members, we intend to hold further such meetings in the
future; if the weather forecast looks good for a few days,
we will pick a suitable venue then announce a date and
time where members can just turn up to and meet their
club friends. We would like to hear from you if you have
any suggestions for interesting places to meet.

The entry list has now closed for exhibiting your car
at 'Wings and Wheels' Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome,
Maldon, on Sunday 29 May. We have 24 cars booked to
attend. If you are not booked and interested in attending,
let me know and I will put you on a reserve list for any
cancellations we have.

As I’ve mentioned many times to each of you, and at club
nights, this newsletter is your newsletter. We did well to
produce a full newsletter during the dark days of Covid,
and many thanks to everyone who contributed content. To
keep it going, we really would like you to continue
contributing whatever and whenever you can. Stories of
car trips, car purchases, repairs, or restorations, perhaps
even a hobby that has nothing to do with cars but would be
of interest to others. Please email or give us some text and
photos; our editors Richard and Neil can formulate it into
an article.

Our Annual General Meeting and Committee Elections are
being held next club night at 8.00pm, Tuesday 3rd May, in
Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club. The agenda is on
page 8 of this newsletter. We hope you will be able to
attend, as it would be good to have a large turnout, back to
the pre-Covid levels. The Golf Club kitchen will be open
until 7.15pm for food orders. It takes a fair amount of time
to organise club events etc, and I would like to take the
opportunity to thank my fellow committee members for all
their hard work and effort over the last year.

Happy Jaguar driving!

Graham
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Shows and events in 2022
JEC Essex Thameside show attendances and events:
Tue 3 May AGM and Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

Sat-Sun 14 &15 May National JEC Celebration: centenary of the Swallow Side Car Company, SS Cars &
Jaguar at Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 0SL. Please put 'JEC Essex
Thameside' on the top of your application form, in order that they can try to park us
together

Sun 29 May ‘Wings & Wheels' at Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, Maldon, CM3 6RN. To
attend, please contact Graham Cook.

Tue 7 June Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

Sun 19 June Blackwater County Show, Chigborough Road, Heybridge, Maldon CM9 4RB. To
attend, please contact Lester Magness

Tue 5 July Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

Sun 10 July Orsett Classic & Vintage Car Show. Orsett Show Grounds, RM16 3JN. To attend,
please contact Graham Cook

Sun 24 July Hyde Hall Classic Car Show, Buck Hatch Lane, Chelmsford, CM3 8ET. To attend,
please contact Graham Cook

Tue 2 August Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

Sat/Sun 13 & 14 August National JEC’s Festival North at Newby Hall

Sun 28 August Lavenham Motor Show, Lavenham, Suffolk. To attend, please contact Ian Croxson

Tue 6 September Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

Sat/Sun 10 & 11 Sept National JEC’s The Centenary of Jaguar 'Jags on the Prom', Blackpool

Tue 4 October Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

Tue 1 November Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

Tue 6 December Christmas Club Night, 8pm, Langdon Hills Country & Golf Club, RM14 3TY

For information—other non-JEC shows and events open to individuals:

Sun 12 June Bromley Pageant, Norman Park.
£12 one-make parking (+ passenger), or £7 display vehicles

Sun 19 June 'Motorfest', Margaretting Road, Writtle Chelmsford CM1 3PJ
Sun 26 June 'Simply Jaguar', the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu SO42 7ZN. Early bird tickets £13
Sun 26 June Classic Car Show, The Lawn, Rochford, Essex SS4 1PL
Sun 7 August Helmingham Hall Gardens Festival of Classic & Sports Cars
Sun 21 August Hedingham Castle Classic & Vintage Car Show, CO9 3DJ (pre-1986 cars only).
26-28 August The Silverstone Classic, Silverstone Circuit, Northants NN12 8TN
11-13 November Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show, NEC Birmingham

plus: Classic & Interesting Car meetings, Little Easton Manor, Park Road, Little Easton, Great Dunmow, Essex
CM6 2JN on Sun 1 May, Sun 5 June, Sun 3 July and Sun 7 August

plus: Jaguar breakfast club, first Saturday of every month at the British Motor Museum, Gaydon, Warwickshire



4  Day, 3 Night Tour - 4th to 7th September 2023
From £349.00* Per Person 

*Prices are per person and based on 2 persons in a car & sharing a twin/double room
Room Upgrades Executive room from £379.00 / Superior room from £429.00

WHITBY & THE NORTH
YORKSHIRE MOORS

WHITBY & THE NORTH 
YORKSHIRE MOORS

North Yorkshire Moors consists of over 1400 miles of tranquil and unspoilt natural 
beauty. Whether its pine forests, purple tinged heather moorland or rolling hills 
which appeal to you the moors can offer it all. York’s centre is dominated by the 
towering and awe-inspiring York Minster, one of the most beautiful Gothic cathe-
drals in the world. 
Whitby is a traditional English seaside town boasting both a working harbour 
and the haunting ruins of its famous abbey which looms over both the town and 
the North Sea. The town has changed little in a century and here you can enjoy 
sandy beaches, rock pools and its blend of traditional fisherman’s cottages and 
elegant Georgian townhouses.

North Yorkshire Moors are a breath of fresh air. Consisting of over 1400 miles of tranquil and unspoilt natural beauty; 
the moors offer a range of England’s best natural landscapes. Whether its pine forests, purple tinged heather moor-
land or rolling hills which appeal to you the moors can offer it all. 

 3 Nights at the Best Western Forest & Vale 
Hotel, Pickering
3 Breakfasts & Welcome JEC Essex 
Thameside Dinner on the first night
Detailed Road Book featuring Maps, Great 
Drives & Local Attractions
Commemorative Tour Rally Plate
Complimentary Car Parking at the hotel

Look What’s Included

Book with confidence with Scenic Car Tours Covid Commitment

ESSEX THAMESIDE

TO BOOK ( 01732 879153 OR SEE THE ON-LINE BOOKING LINK BELOW:
www.my-holiday-booking.co.uk/availability/check/index/i/13/t/YOR-JECE

Early Booking Deposit - Just £50.00 Per Person on all bookings made by 4th September 2022, after this 
date  the deposit will be £100.00 Per Person with balance payable 10 weeks prior to departure.
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Jaguar XJS behind the
screens
Like many an old car, when you are thinking of
buying an XJS, you need to consider its inherent
faults….and there are a few. If you ignore the
misguided comparisons that were made at the time
with the much-loved, though long in the tooth, E Type
that it superseded - but which, crucially, it did not
replace - you are left with largely quality issues that
could be summed up in two words: British Leyland!
Component failures, build quality that would give
some Eastern Bloc countries a run for their money,
paint issues (did you know they would paint damp
body shells?) and rust all conspired to almost
guarantee unreliability. That and a voracious thirst for
petrol at the height of the fuel crisis finally sealed its
reputation resulting in sales barely scraping into the
thousands per year.

Yet despite all this, and against some boardroom
resistance, it survived. And it got better as the years
passed. Michael May’s split level combustion
chamber (1981) which sorted its thirst – well, sort of –
was the key change. A steady progression of
modifications and upgrades followed and kept the
sales going until Ford’s acquisition of Jaguar in 1989,
whereupon the build quality issues were finally
addressed. It was still some time before I warmed to
it, however. Being based on the then XJ6 floor pan
and mechanicals, I knew that this part was well
proven and Malcolm Sayer’s low slung lines with,
some say, slabby sides and that billiard table bonnet
and long rear overhang did, in my mind, gift it with all
the right proportions to be an attractive car. But it
wasn’t until the final facelift around 1993 which gave
it, most noticeably, colour-keyed plastic bumpers, that

I thought this could really be the car for me; and the
convertible 2 + 2 was the best looking of the lot. Yes,
with Ford’s £50 million investment and the late Geoff
Lawson’s plastic surgery, I had to have one! I have
since found that it does live up to its original brief,
being a smooth, effortless, long-distance cruiser. So,
what could go wrong with a ’94 4.0 litre convertible in
very good condition with 52K on the clock? Well,
something that 20 years of development seems to
have passed over.

I do remember reading about it in the Club Mag a
couple of years ago, so I was aware of this when
viewing my prospective purchase and indeed there
were signs that a repair had been done in the past –
so I bought with confidence. But back to the present
and, just before our Deauville trip, a small crack
appeared in the offside corner of the windscreen,
ominously with no obvious stone chips visible. I
feared the worst. Throughout that weekend, the crack
worked its way north up the screen, even splitting into
several tributaries on its meandering course to the
headrail. Not really a problem in sunny Deauville, but
we drove through torrential rain most of the way
home. No issues with the sorely tested hood, but
water ingress from below the dash is simply not
allowed. Something had to be done, and fast!

Following a call to my insurers, Footman James
dispatched an Autoglass fitter. However, he did admit
to little experience with such cars and, whilst the
company did offer to put their top instructor on it at
their headquarters, I was still not warmed by a rosy
glow of confidence; so I politely declined their
services. This left me with no one to fit the screen.
So, at times like this, who should I call? JD Classics,
of course. They advised that, whilst they did not
undertake such works on a bonded screen
themselves, they did employ a company that did. An
appointment was then duly confirmed with P.J.B.
Windscreens of Chelmsford; how handy is that? They
arrived at the appointed hour with a brand new
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windscreen and, more importantly, plenty of expert
knowledge.

Now, there are several pieces of bright work around
the screen with the lower section stuck to the scuttle
by silicone. Needless to say, this piece has to be
removed and it can easily bend, leaving a permanent
crease mark. Onto the internet then to obtain spares,
just in case. I did manage to obtain a side flashing
and the head rail finisher, but that bottom rail…..it
would have been easier to order a set of false teeth
for a bald eagle! But I shouldn’t have worried; the
chaps from P.J.B simply used a cheese cutting wire
to slice through the silicone as if it were a wedge of
Saint Paulin. Once the screen was removed, the
cause of the cracking was laid bare, the metal lipping
of the panel had expanded with rust and applied
pressure to the inner glass face, eventually causing it
to crack. At least I had expected this outcome, so the
surprise factor was low.

Apparently, water collects under the bright work
screen surround and the metal lipping of the
bulkhead and stays there. This is exacerbated on the
Coupe models when the drainage tubes from the roof
become blocked, although there don’t appear to be
any on the Convertible. Over time, the water gets
past the protective paint and rots the steel. I’ll blame
poor design and possibly inadequately bonded glass.
More of a time- and quality-related issue than high
mileage. In any event, there was no way the screen

could be immediately replaced with this level of
corrosion damage present. Unfortunately, the other
side was also showing signs of similar deterioration.
P.J.B. kindly offered to return and complete the job
once I had addressed the much-needed repairs. So,
time to break out the angle grinder, wire brushes and
rust killer.

Luckily the brown steel cancer had not spread far
enough to warrant the amputation of large areas of
bodywork; this was a relief, since most parts are
obsolete and hence difficult to source. Two-pack filler
and aluminium gauze proved sufficient to remedy the
small holes left by that thankfully departed brown
oxide. Given more time, I would have favoured lead
loading, but the clock was ticking. In fact the paint
was still drying when I called P.J.B. who returned
within the hour. It was now around 4.00 pm and the
team of two set about installing the new screen with
gusto.

Having cleaned all the surfaces and fixed the
necessary rubber surround they carefully bonded the
screen to the car, screwed back the side finishers
and refitted the lower stainless steel trim, mercifully
undamaged, to the scuttle. The plastic channels that
this sits in are also obsolete, but SNG Barrett do a
rubberised version. Unfortunately, these only arrived
after we had finished so the original items were re-
used, hence I cannot comment on their suitability.
The chaps from P.J.B., one of whom was the
proprietor, did a splendid job – not one scratch or
bent piece of trim. All this was achieved in one day in
July, working against the clock from 9.00am to
4.30pm. Thankfully, it was sunny. Well, it did rain a
little, but the patio sun shade made a good umbrella.

This is a well-known XJS weak spot so, when you
see some minor paint bubbling at the bottom corners
of the windscreen surround, beware. The rest of the
iceberg lurks beneath.

Neil Shanley
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FOR ALL YOUR MECHANICAL NEEDS
INC: MOT, SERVICING, TYRES,

DIAGNOSTIC & MORE...
ALL MECHANICALWORK UNDERTAKEN
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JAGUARENTHUSIASTSCLUB, ESSEXTHAMESIDEREGION

ANNUALGENERALMEETING

8.00p.m., Tuesday3May 2022

LangdonHillsGolf andCountryClub,LowerDuntonRoad, Bulphan, EssexRM143TY

AGENDA

1. Apologies: Ian Croxson,Neil Shanley

2. Minutes of the lastmeeting

3. Matters arising

4. Chairman s̓annual report

5. Treasurer̓ sfinancial report

6. MembershipSecretaryʼs report

7. Electionof aMembershipSecretary (nominationsinvited)

8. Re-electionofcommitteemembers:

a. Chairman– GrahamCook

b. Treasurer –RichardGibby

c. Secretary – IanCroxson

d. Social secretary – LesterMagness

e. Webmaster andnewsletter editor – RichardGibby

f. Newsletter co-editor– Neil Shanley

9. Otherbusiness(to benotified to theChairmanby2May)

* * * * * * * * * *

Chairman s̓clubnight remarks

AGM Agenda

Answers to last
month’s quiz
1) The Sweeney - John Thaw

2) Bergerac - John Nettles

3) Colombo - Peter Falk

4) Back to the Future II - Thomas
F Wilson (Biff) played both parts.

5) Barry Newman - Vanishing
Point

6) Genevieve - John Gregson and
Dinah Sheridan

7) Grand Torino - Clint Eastwood

8) Gone in 60 Seconds - Angelina
Jolie and Nicolas Cage.

9) Rain Man - Tom Cruise and
Dustin Hoffman.

10) Smokey and the Bandit - Burt
Reynolds and Sally Field

11) The Silencers - Dean Martin

and Stella Stevens

12) Thelma & Louise - Susan
Sarandon and Geena Davis

13) Z Cars - Brian Blessed

14) Ronin - Jean Reno and Robert
de Niro

15) Ashes to Ashes - Philip
Glenister and Keeley Hawes

16) Driving Miss Daisy - Morgan
Freeman and Jessica Tandy.
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S E RV ICING FROM £225 FOR
V E H ICLE S OV E R 3 YE AR S OLD

A J aguar service shouldnever come with any
unexpected surprises.Thatʼswhy we only use J aguar
TrainedTechnicians and J aguar Genuine Parts at a fixed
and competitive price. Because when it comes to J aguar
servicing and maintenance,we believe our customers
deserve nothing less than 100% J aguar.
Grange Jaguar Brentwood
2 Brook Street, Brentwood, Essex CM145LU
01277249500
www.grange.brentwood.jaguar.co.uk

Exclusions apply.

S ERV IC ING W ITHOUT
ANY H IDDEN DANGERS

100 % J AG UA R
SERVICING FOR VEHICLES
OVER 3 YEARS OLD

FIXED PRICE FROM £225

JAGUAR TRAINED
TECHNICIANS

JAGUAR GENUINE PARTS

2-YEAR PARTS
WARRANTY
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Breakfast Meet At North Weald

Sunday 27th March saw the beginning of British Summer Time and, of course, Mothers' Day. So what better
way to celebrate than to take the Jags out for a run to North Weald aerodrome?

This impromptu gathering was suggested and organized by Vaughn High who was keen to stretch the legs of
his newly restored American spec E Type 2+2.

The weather, whilst dry, did not appear to have noticed that summer time had officially started, but after a very
reasonable breakfast at the site café, we were suitably prepared for the rather cold wind outside.

Considering that this was a last-minute outing, it was well attended by seven of our members - Vaughn High,
Steve Vigors, Steve Potter, Martin Sayward, Peter Shaw, Doug Warren and yours truly. Martin brought a
Triumph Stag, one of his many excellent classics, whilst Steve Potter arrived in a Transit van, his XJS
requiring an MOT which he should have in place by now.

There were some other classics present including a brace of excellent Ford Capris, a rare Talbot Sunbeam
Lotus together with a sprinkling of 60's American iron.

It is planned to visit this venue more often when the season is in full swing. Watch this space.

Neil Shanley
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Quiz: Cinemojis

Quiz: Cinemojis

Can you identify the following films? The emojis suggest the film’s title or theme.

1. 💍💍💍💍 ⚰

2. 🤐 🐑🐑

3. 👀👂👅👃🤏 ?

4. 😇 😈 👹

5. ⛺🏔💔

6. ⛵ 🐅 

7. 😊🥵😊

8. 🐈🐈🐈🐈🐈🐈🐈🐈

9.

➞➞➞➞➞➞❔

10. 🪟🔭🔪
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Car Quiz - name the make and model
With thanks to Doug Warren…

1 2 3

4

5

6

7
8

9
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