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ESSEX THAMESIDE REGION

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

Hi All

Thiz month 13 the club’s AGM. Az mentioned previcusly, Helen and myself
will be standing for re-election in our current posts. This is your chance, as a
member, to have your say and put ideas forward. If any of vou wish to raise
anvthing, including nominations, then you must attend the meeting.

ST

The December meeting is traditionally our mince pie night & s regulars will know,
this is where we exchange Christmas cards and down a mince pie, along with dnnk or two, as
thiz 12 the last meeting before Christmas. So come along and join us.

thameside.co.

The annual Dinner Dance 15 booked for Saturday 212 January. Please contact Geoff or Mary
Ionlk for details. & booking form is included in this newsletter. Please note, final payment
must be made no later than JTanuary club night. See article in thisissue - page &

Also the club iz looking for 1deas for next vear’s calendar, for an event(s) to replace the summer
boat trip. Please contact Geofl 1f wou have any ideas.

Mow winter 15 on the way, it 1z time to be thinking about those winter projects and jobs that
need doing, or simply garaging the car until next vear.
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If anvone has any news, or articles regarding their exploits with their Jags, pethaps a recent
restoration of trouble shooting problems, then pleasze let our Editor, Doug Watren know, so this
catt be included.

=mee yvou in Movember,
Regards
Colin
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My PalmerSport Jasuge Day

{ring..ring)... "Hello, 15 that M Eric Hoallee?......"

“Eric Hoile speaking!... ...

“Oh, I'm terrible sorry, my apologies, Mr Eric Hoile?......”
“Yes, speaking...... "

/’_—h\ “This 1s Jaguar Cars caling; we wondered whether vou had received our
- {:) \) email regarding PalmerSports Driving Day?"
. - ; (Of canrse T hed received it a few days eardier and after reading it decided thei
L it was probably another adverising gimmick or a rouse to get me io o track day,
: wine and dine me, let me drive the new XKR and then lyy on the pressure
setlas!)
1 #*0h, ves, I have received the email, very mteresting... .."”

“Y es, Mir Hoile, we noted that vou had unfortunately missed the Racimg Hearts Track day back in
July and wondered whether vou wer e stll mterested in driving the New XKR?....."
“Well, to be honest I am not actually thinking of changing my Jaguar just vet....”

“That’s not a problem My Hoile, we have arranged a track day at the PalmerSport Racing Cirewt,
Bedfordshire and have a place allocated for von to drive the Palmer Racing 420HP X KR and the
Palmer JP1 Le Mans Sports Prototype........"

“Oh, really?..... Ah, Umh, Really?..."

“Y es, the day 1s Friday September 12%: we hope vou can malce 1t?”

“Ves 1t looks O i my duiary.” {guickly looking to see what Fwounld hav e fo revise to achieve this)

“That’s fine then Iy Hoile; if yvou can confirm the code number contained withmm the
email,.....that's right, thanks......we'll send vou the details through the post. Thank vou for
accepting.”

Well, that was that I thought as three weeks passed and I thought another damn hoax call, they had
managed to confinm my name, address, phone number, email address, gotme to read out numbers which

could have been anything? Oh welll Then Ireceived the letter from Jaguar confirtning the day, driving
the Palmer XEE and JP1 prototype racer! Whao!

So it was, [ drove the 90 miles or 50 to the
Bedford Autodrome and met up with
another twenty seven eager Jaguar drivers
in the Suzuka Lounge.

In discussion with 5 o 6 it appeared there
were many reasons for the invitation,
some were Tier One Jaguar suppliers,
some were looking to buy a Jaguar in the

“near future”, one or two were Jaguar
Wehicle Engineers and others had various
sccupations and connections outside of
Jaguar.




After selecting a suitable sized crash helmet, I walling out towards the line of eight XEE s all fitted
with a massive wing mounted on the rear, large air ducts either side of the front grille for brake cocling,
aroll cage inside the stripped out inten or and racing bucket seats with integral four point belts| I was
directed to the driver’s door; I thought I would have atleast a warm up lap as a passenger, but Mo, my
Palmer Instructor went alongside in the passenger seat and instructed me through the helmet intercoms
to start the engine. OF, so a lightweight car in the hands of a ightweight driver T thought! Twas off,
follewing the instructors comtnents whose
sole obiect was to get me to push the pedal to
the floor, brake at the marker points, HARD!,
turn in sharp towards the apex, more power,
MOEE POWEE he kept saving, let the car
sort it outl

The dynamic stability program was set at
0% interruption what ever that meant, but I
was soon to find out!

Az those who know circuit racing, unlike me,
the akility to use the power to move the back
end of the car sideways when required iz an
art requiring some expenencel Anyway, after
4 or 5 laps I was trying to leave the braking
as late as posaible, simultaneously braking
hard and paddle shifting down 2 or 3 gears as directed, turning in sharply, accelerating through, paddle
shifting up and blasting to the next corner! Of course, one gets blasé about all this and consequently,
through late braking and over-exuberant sideways drifting, managed to do a couple of "Lewis
Hamilton's” across one or two chicanes, no Eimi Eaklkonen on my inside however, as I got faster and
faster.

Ten laps of pure concentration, reaching speeds of at least 120 mph (6000 rpm in 4% gear) before the
instrument panel warning lights appear, sliding (I would say drifting 1f it was controlled!) though the
bends; notze, fun, and adrenaline!

Then it was my turn in one of the eight JP1 Two Seater Prototypes. limb into the carbon fibre bucket
seats, slide down the interior, refit the steering wheel,
apply the four point harness and press the start button.
Aoain, the instnictor alongside with interc om helmet; but
this was a different kettle of fish. Clutch only for initial
pull away, paddle shift through the box, manual non ABS
brakes, no stability control programme, direct steering and
we were off on the 1.85 mile circuit this time.

The car had much more feel and driver feed bacl, noize,
acceleration senszation, it was all therel This instructor
was even mote power mad; keep the pedal down, don’t
brake “till I say so, brake and paddle shift simultaneously,
give itmore POWEE.|

I could feel my confidence rising in the JP1, clipping corners, through the apex, sliding out to the
maximum traclk width, COh Yes. ...

Then I spun it halfway down the stradght after exiting the chicane, “you weren’tusing all the track”. he
shouts through the intercom, mowve over to the left as you come out of the comer, apply more power then
swing back to the nght side for the next comer... ... ... etc etc.

Ch dear, straight across the chicane this time, instead of bralking at 150 metres I had left it to 50 metres,
T latel T qust missed the black and white chewron sign as welll

Ten laps of pure hell on wheels, fantastic bralkes, Fantastic acceleration and fantastic steering made you
feel like an F1 dnver! Most of us managed to spin the JP1, it was that sort of car and you just had to push
it too farl




Another great experience; but unfortunately the rain had started and my lap times fell resulted in me
finishing eighth in the final tables, not bad compared to twentieth in the 2XEE; just couldn’t handle that
OHLE,

During the session we had the brief pleasure of seeing Jonathon Paltmer; he came over to see how the
event was going before we saw him et away overhead in his helicopter JPAL, flving quite low over the
cars as he departed.

I Palmer qualified as a doctor before giving it up to pursue Formula 2 and 3 then seven seasons in F1.
Today he heads PalmerSport and IotorSport Vision and owns the Bedford Autodrome, Brands Hatch,
snetterton, Culton Parle and Cadwell Farlzl

After everyone had completed their dnves we were taken back to the Zuzuka Lounge where an excellent
BEQ cooked spread awatted us. Exchanging experiences it confirmed that the JP1 was the most
exhilarating drive, something far bevond what one would normally drive; the power to weight giving
tremnendous acceleration and the feed back through the small direct
steering wheel raizsing ones confidence to just go for it all the time!
The ¥XEE., with stripped out interior trim was alzo afantastic drive;
again the power from the supercharged engine accompanied by the
characteristic enginelcharger whine and an exhavust noise, only a V3
at 6000 rpm can make, was compelling. Less feed back through the
steening and the need to continually use rear wheel power to drift the
car for maxzimum speed through the bends meant itneeded more
experience to really use the cars full track potential.

A final debrief from our Jaguar PR man, trophy hand outs to the two
fastest lap time dnvers and we were reminded to Drive Safely on the
way home

Did I eng oy it?
WWell, what do vou think! Oh Y es!

Am T going to buy anew XERT Well not just vet given the current oo | AGUAR
econotnic climate!

Eric Hoile FOR ALL YOUR
Erief Specification of the two cars driven: jdgfj{}' r SEYiCt Hg'
e Jaguar XKR. & parts needs
Ilas Speed 185 mph '
0-60 mph 4.3 secs
Engine 4.2 litre supercharged Vi
Power 420 bhp
Transmission & speed paddleshift
Weight 1500 kg Est.
® Paltmer Jaguar JP1: LOCAL | COMPETITIVE | PARTS
Ifazx Speed 170 mph SKILLED JAGUAR TECHMICIANS
0-60 mph 3.6 secs COLLECTION & DELIVERY
0-100 mph 6.9 secs WHILE YOU WAIT SERVICE
Engine 20 litre VE (Ford/Cosworth tuned)

Power 240 bhp 01245 355553

Transmizsion & speed paddl eshift

Weight 765 Eg DOYERCQURT
2 Rabjnkn: Kead, Widkeed Induceeial -":Fs:‘:‘-\?'_j--.___
E-’.::.l:c-._ Chelmsford, Exoox Chr 4AL = aetE

| AGUAR
LAOVERCOUR Y A UA R C0NT



REGIONAL EVENTS /

OTHER EVENTS

NN TH

DAY

DATE

LOCATION

HOV

TUES

4th

CLUB NIGHT #A.GM.

Colin (Chairman) & Helen Field (Memhership
Secretary) wish to continue in their current
positio ns.

Please come along and vote. Other committee
memh ers for re-ektion;

Barry Rance: Treasurer

Doug Warren: Newsletier Editor.

Ian Antrobus: Weh Editor.

Mary Monlk: Secretary

Geoff Monk: Social Events Planner

MOV

ERIf
MOH

1dth

17th

NATIONAL CLASSIC CAR SHOW - NEC.
Long weekend trip being plarmed. Stay in Birming-
hamm and see the sites! Visit the NEC o Satu day
writh a wisit to Jagoar factory at Castle Bromowich on
IMonday. Contact Doug Warren on 01245 261810
aovras arrangements need to be made.

DEC

TUES

2nd

CLUB NIGHT
Come along to the last meeting hefore Chrisimas

T&H

TUES

fGth

CLUB NIGHT

T&H

2AT

31at

ESSEX THAMESIDE REGION ANNUAL
DINNER DANCE -

TOP MEADOW GOLF CLUB, NORTH
OCEENDON

FEE

TUES

3rd

CLUB NIGHT

NATIONAL EVENTS

| TO BE ADVISED

Rayleigh Jaguar "=,
Service Centre 'AGUAR

SFRICE T FNTRE

Here to meet vour needs
_-. -

Jagraranthar ser ppEiee

Jagnen aoeed tedaocmn:

Tagien 2 aiin (s a0 il awcesaaies
Jong v S Cad lowally s
sl oreceive upone £ wee heoal

Fuor all enguues call Bay Port
om the Jaguar Assistance Line
.-11;2::‘ s

JAGUAR

Lameize cHuTAE

IN AN EFFORT TO SAVE
COSTS FOR THE CLUB, IF
¥YOU HAVE AN E-MAIL
ADDRESS , PLEASE SEND FT
7O THE EDITOR AT

deug@warrend3 85 fsnet.co.uk

AND ALL FUTURE
NEWSLETTERS WILL BE
SENT VIA E-MATL.
THANKYOU

Essexthameside Annual Dinner Dance

It's that e ag@n and it will soon be our annual Einner Dance. This takes place on Sarunday 31 Tanuary 2009, a must foryour

digy. Theprice of #ckebs should bethe same as last year, being £25 per pervon. We have a cabaret singer and disvo to entertain you aif
EVeRing @long wiLR a sumpious 3 coure meal

This all takes place in tRe funckion suite, where we foltl mur montRly mestings gt Top Meadow Golf Club. Andve €30 for Tm,

caniages ab nednight

Please note, pavment for tickess no later thar Tanuary cub sight. T you Rave never besn, then you have missed out on our main social
event in mer calenday, which i always a tendfic night, fo come anjoin us.

Geoffand My are ovganizing the event, o if Yo want to Bnow more please contact tRem on 0277 374030, o complete and retum
the Booking for in Lhis inmue.
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